





In the Spring of 1845, John 
Stanbridge married 21-year-old 
Frances Leppard. 





Seventeen months later. she died. 


John went to sea. 
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He served aboard 
HMS Penelope, a 
paddle frigate that 
patrolled the coast 
of West Africa 
suppressing the 
slave trade. 


Because the 
Penelope was the 
flagship of the 
squadron, her job 
was to co-ordinate 
the other 25 ships, 
and to keep them 
well supplied with 
food, water and 
coal. 





It was dangerous work. The ships 


could be cut off from their 


supplies, attacked by slave traders. 


or ravaged by disease. 


The Penelope also served as a 
hospital ship for the fleet. Even 
though each ship had its own 
surgeon and assistant, there were 
so many cases of fever aboard the 
Penelope that her surgeon 
required seven assistants. In 1829, 
a quarter of the men in the 
squadron had died, most from 


malaria or yellow fever. 
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four months after he joimed the 
navy, John was invalided and 
discharged. He went back home to 
Lewes, where his brother Thomas 


lived. 





John Stanbridge (1819-1892) 
was my great-great-great 
grandfather. Four years and 
eight months after he left 
the navy, he married Mary 
Ann Hillman. I am 
descended from their 
daughter Charlotte. 
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[Illustration Sources 


page | The interior view of St. Michael's Church, 
Lewes, is based on a photo from Wikimedia 
Commons at http:/commons.wikimedia.org/wiki 
File:Lewes_St._Michael527s Church_11.JPG ; 
pages 3 - 7 The uniforms and views of the ship are 
based on (1) A Sketch of the Penelope ¢1650, by 
Wilham Lionel Wylhe; (2) A Sketch of West 
African Chiefs on Board a Naval Vessel, circa 1850) 
by J.T.C. Webb; (3) A Painting of HMS Hecla, 
Towing the Penelope at Bomarsund in the Baltic 
War and {4) A Sketch of Sailors Dancing on HMS 
Vulture 1850. All from the National Maritime 


A uscum, larecny ich 


http: Whe WA w.rmg.co.uk explore collections : Page t 


The west gate of Lewes before 1850 1s based on a 
drawing japparently 18th century reproduced in 
the book Lewes Past, by Helen Poole, pg 6. At the 
time of the 1851 Census, Thomas Stanbridge lived 
with his wife and six children at 135 Sun Street, in 
Lewes, 50 | have taken that for his address in this 


sketch. The 1 icws On pages 2 and 6 Aare Imaginary. 





‘The illustrations were done in 


ink and watercolour 


on 140 lb Arches paper in 
August 2012 


www.joannestanbridge.com 
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